Reliability of Lifetime Drinking History among alcohol dependent men.
Information regarding patterns and correlates of problem drinking over the life course is important for both clinical and research purposes although few retrospective, psychometrically adequate instruments to collect data of this kind are available. In the current study, the authors report 5-year test-retest reliabilities of the Lifetime Drinking History (LDH). Analyses were based on 49 male participants with a lifetime diagnosis of alcohol dependence who were residing within intact families and who were not seeking treatment at time of initial assessment. Overall, the LDH was found to reflect adequate stability over this long retest interval for a number of relevant drinking measures, with results providing further support for the instrument's psychometric strengths. Limits on the generalizability of these findings and future research needs are discussed.